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must show that the alleged infringer took not just an abstract idea from his
work, but copied the expression of that idea. Here, the court must determine
whether the defendant borrowed the unprotectable elements of plaintiff’s

work”.
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“In other words, we should not allow a creator of inherently patentable

subject matter, i.e, a system or process, to use copyright law to circumvent the

patent system”. (79017 Iw3TN)
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“Once an abstract Idea is disclosed to the public, it becomes a part of our
common reservoir of knowledge, and it will not matter whether the originator
has spent vast sums of money developing it, advertising it, or making it
popular. It may, however, be possible to protect the private disclosure of an
original idea, plan, or scheme to others under circumstances that suggest a
confidential relationship or an implication of contract. But an action for the
misappropriation of an idea must be sought under a state law cause of action

such as breach of trust or contract, not under federal copyright law”.
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